
Tour Information for Teachers and Group Leaders 
We are pleased to share our beautiful Capitol with your group and look forward to your 
visit! To make your tour as pleasant as possible, and to assist us in serving you, please 
read the following carefully. 

Heritage Hall 
The Michigan State Capitol Commission and the Tour, Education and Information 
Service are pleased to announce the opening of our welcome center, Heritage Hall. 
Beginning July 6, 2022, the main Capitol entry for our guests and tour groups will be 
transitioned to the new entry on the extreme north end of the Capitol, entry off Ottawa 
Street.  Heritage Hall features new tour orientation rooms, history exhibits, an artifact 
conservation space, a large meeting space and ample restroom facilities. 

Scheduling a Guided Capitol Tour 
Staff of the Capitol Education Service schedule guided tours of the Capitol and self-
guided visits to the Michigan Historical Museum. Call 517-373-2353 to make a 
reservation.  

Tours are available year-round, and we schedule up to one year in advance of the current 
date. Please be aware our schedule fills very quickly, especially between April and June. 

Guided tours are limited to 45 people maximum including students and 
adults. Please be aware if your tour exceeds this number it makes it harder for students 
to hear, and may prevent you from seeing some tour stops  

If the size of your group changes significantly, or if you need to reschedule or cancel your 
tour, please call us at 517-373-2353. 

When you arrive, we will ask for the exact number of students and the exact number of 
adults you have with you. 

Capitol tours take about 60 minutes, please be aware of how much time you have so we 
can make the most of your visit. 

Tours are tightly scheduled; a late arrival may mean a shorter tour. Please allow for 15 
minutes to walk between the Capitol and the Michigan Library and Historical Center. 
We recommend allowing about 90 minutes for a self-guided visit to the Michigan 
Historical Museum.  

Bags are permitted in the Capitol but we do not have a coatroom or lockers. 

Visiting the Michigan State Capitol



Your State Senator and Representative will be informed of your visit to the Capitol. The 
House and Senate are usually in session on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, but 
the session calendar is subject to change, and legislator’s schedules can be 
unpredictable.  

We are happy to accommodate visitors with disabilities. 
• Capitol tours are entirely elevator accessible.
• American Sign Language interpreters can be scheduled in advance.
• We can provide hands-on materials for blind individuals.
• Sensory friendly kits available upon request.
• Assisted listening devices are available upon request.
• Please contact us if you have any questions or concerns about accessibility so we 

can provide the best possible experience for your group.

When You Arrive 
Group tours begin in Heritage Hall, please enter the Hall at Ottawa Street and 
check in at our information desk. We will ask you how many students and adults you 
have, direct you to the public restrooms, and answer any other questions you may have. 

A tour guide will be assigned to your group and will lead you through the building. Your 
tour may include the history and restoration of the Capitol, the exhibits in Heritage Hall, 
and an overview of Michigan government and the legislative process.  

Whenever possible, observation of legislative sessions will be included. 

The Capitol is the seat of our state government and also an office building. Please 
remind your group before entering the building that it is important to respect those who 
are working in the Capitol. The Capitol is also a historic treasure. Help us preserve its art 
and architecture and make your tour as safe as possible by following these rules (ask 
your chaperones to help): 

• Please do not run on the stairs or in the halls. Running up or down the
stairs is the most common cause of injury in the Capitol.

• Avoid touching or leaning against the walls, “marble” columns, and wood trim. It
is all hand painted and very fragile.

• Please remind students to be quiet. Voices echo and disturb other tours and
those working in offices.

• At the railings on the upper floors, remind students to keep their feet on the floor
while looking over. Do not allow students to put their heads through the railings.
Do not place anything on the railings.

• Outside the building, do not allow students to climb on the stone porch railings,
the monuments, or the replica cannons.

• Inappropriate or unsafe behavior, such as spitting, throwing or dropping objects
from the upper floors, may cause the termination of your tour.



• Fire regulations dictate that groups stay to the right and behind their guides on
the stairways.

Parking (See map at the end of the document) 
At the Michigan Library and Historical Center, buses may park for free, cars or vans pay 
a daily rate. 

At the Capitol, free bus parking is available on Walnut Street, on the west side of the 
building. 

On weekends, free parking is available at meters on any city street, or in the parking lot 
at the Michigan Library and Historical Center. 

Eating 
There is a cafeteria at the Michigan Library and Historical Center, most groups find it 
easiest to eat sack lunches there.  

A vending area is located on the ground floor the Capitol, please do not allow any of 
your group to purchase food or drinks before the tour. Wait until the conclusion of the 
tour.  

Directions to area restaurants or fast food establishments can be provided upon request. 

Please contact us with any further questions! 

Capitol Tour and Education Service 
517-373-2353
capitoltourguides@legislature.mi.gov
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